
San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams, English Yr 4, Marking Scheme                            Page 1 of 7 
 

 

SAN ĠORĠ PRECA COLLEGE 
       PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
 
    Half Yearly Exams 2017 

 
 

Year 4 ENGLISH Time: 1 hour 15 minutes 
 

Marking Scheme  (60 marks) 
 

 

 

Reading Comprehension                                                20 marks 
 

 

 

A 1 Leprechauns                                                                 (5 marks)                                                    
 

Question Answer Marks 

1a fairy ½ 

1b green, hat ½ ½ 

1c small ½ 

2a False 1 

2b True 1 

2c False 1 

 

A 2 The Pot of Gold                                                         15 marks 
 

1   Underline the correct answer                                  (2 x 1 mark = 2 marks) 
(i) He was sitting on a gate  (b)    
(ii) He saw a very small man (c)  
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2   True or False                                                                     (3 x 1 mark = 3 marks)  
 
  True False 
2a) The leprechaun had a feather in his cap. ✓  
2b) Liam caught the leprechaun. ✓  
2c) Liam wanted to eat the leprechaun.  ✓ 

 
3   Put the sentences in order                                                   (4 x 1 mark = 4 marks) 
Liam found the field full of silk handkerchiefs. 5 
Liam saw the tiniest man in the grass. 1 
Liam went back home to get a spade. 4 
Liam caught the leprechaun with his hands. 2 
The leprechaun told Liam to tie a handkerchief around the dandelion. 3 

 

 

 

 

4. Award marks for comprehension. 
No marks are to be deducted for punctuation, spelling and tense mistakes in 
questions a to c.   
Deduct ½ mark for every incomplete answer and incorrect syntax.  (Not more than 
½ mark per sentence is to be deducted) 
In questions a to c, reward answers with the following content: 
 

a) He was happy because every tiny leprechaun had a huge pot of gold hidden   
somewhere.                                                                                                (2 marks)  
 
b)   i)  Tie his handkerchief around the dandelion                                  (1 mark)                                
      ii)  Go home and fetch/get a spade                                                    (1 mark) 
 
c)  Yes,                                                                                                         (1 mark) 
     because he became rich as he came to own the most successful silk  
     handkerchief shop in Ireland.                                                              (1 mark) 
 

_________________________________________________________ 
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B.  Language    10 marks 
 

B 1  Any spelling mistakes forfeits the mark. 
 ii) pretty                   iii) delicious    
iv) several               v)  scary           vi) old                                    (5 x 1 mark = 5 marks) 
 
B 2  If more than one option is underlined, the answer is to be marked as 
incorrect. 
visited,   went,   speaks,   read,   learn                                         (5 x 1 mark = 5 marks) 
________________________________________________________ 
C. SHORT WRITING TASK                                   5 marks + 5 marks = 10 marks 
 

C 1 Award marks for any suitable correct answer:                          (1mark x 5)                                
    1 mark for each sentence/picture.  
    Instruction: things found in his garden must be adhered to.  
Deduct 1 mark overall for 5 DIFFERENT spelling mistakes and punctuation   
mistakes/omissions.   Below find some examples:  

Picture 2:   

 a) There are many trees in the garden. 
 b) There is a very big tree in the garden. 
 c) The big tree is full of green leaves. 

 

Picture 3:   

a) There is a small pond in the garden. 
b) There are frogs in the pond. 
c)  There is a big frog on the water lily. 

 

Picture 4: 

a) There are many colourful butterflies in the garden. 
b) Butterflies flutter around the flowers in the garden. 
c) There are many kinds of butterflies in the garden. 
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Picture 5: 

a) The snails eat leaves in the garden. 
b) Snails creep among the flowers in the garden 
c) Snails walk slowly along the path in the garden. 

 

Picture 6: 

a)  The bees are on the flowers. 
b)  There are lots of bees in the garden. 
c)  There are three bees on the lovely flowers. 

 

 

 

C 2 Any logically reasonable answer is correct. Below find some examples: 

1 mark for each phrase.                                                                    (1 mark x 5) 

Only 5 DIFFERENT things to be done with the treasure must be mentioned. They 
must be written in the Past Tense. 
Deduct 1 mark overall for 5 DIFFERENT spelling mistakes and punctuation 
mistakes/omissions. Deduct ½ mark for any repetitions. 
 

a) bought a new computer, phone, tablet or any other item 

b) went on holiday 

c) took it to the bank 

d) shared it with family and friends 

e) hid it somewhere safe 
 

 

LONG TASK                                                                                          20 marks 
 

Mark the writing out of the total and then deduct 6 marks for totally irrelevant 
writing and 4 marks for partially irrelevant writing.     
Deduct   4 marks if writing is shorter that 60 words. 
               6 marks if writing is shorter than 40 words. 
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Writing must be between 70 and 100 words. 

PLANNING 
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 

No planning is evident. 
Only copied given 
prompts with no detail 
and/or totally 
irrelevant details. 

Planning with little detail. 
Planning might not be 
organized and/or totally 
relevant to the chosen title. 

Detailed and organised 
planning which is relevant 

to the chosen title. 

No marks deducted for spelling, punctuation and grammar errors in the plan. 
COHERENCE 

0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 
No coherence in 

writing. 
Ideas are not 
organised logically and 
the writing shows a 
significant inability to 
communicate with the 
reader. 

Generally coherent writing. 
Information and ideas are 
presented with some 
organisation. 

Fully or almost fully 
coherent writing. 

Information and ideas are 
organised in a logical 
sequence within a 
paragraph. 

COHESION 
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 

No cohesion in writing.  
The writing is 
characterised by 
disjointed sentences. 
Poor or mistaken use of 
a very limited range of 
linking words and 
phrases. 

Generally cohesive  
Writing. 

Simple connectives and, but, 
then link clauses. 
Linking words and phrases 
are used appropriately, 
although there may be some 
over-use. 

Fully or almost fully 
cohesive writing. 

Writing marked by variety in 
subordinating connectives, 
including casual 
conjunctions e.g. so, 
because, if …      A range of 
linking words and/or 
phrases is used effectively. 

SENTENCE FLUENCY 
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 

No use of sentence 
forms. 

Writing is 
characterised by a list 
of memorised words 
and phrases; or words 
and phrases copied 
from the title and given 
prompts. No 
punctuation is used. 

Adequate range of sentence 
structures used. 

The writing is characterised 
mainly by simple and 
compound sentences. Most 
sentences are demarcated 
by capital letters and full 
stops. 

A wide range of sentence 
structures used effectively. 

The writing is characterised 
by sentence rhythm: a 
combination of simple, 
compound, and complex 
sentences. Sentences are 
demarcated by capital 
letters, full stops, 
exclamation marks, and 
commas in lists, to give 
clarity. 



San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams, English Yr 4, Marking Scheme                            Page 6 of 7 
 

SENTENCE ACCURACY 
Sentence Structure 

0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 
Inaccurate structures. 
Errors in grammar 
prevail and distort the 
meaning. 

Generally accurate 
structures. 

The writing mostly has 
grammatically correct 
sentences, but some 
mistakes in grammar cause 
some difficulty for the 
reader. 

Completely/Almost 
completely accurate 

structures. 
The majority of sentences 
are accurate/Writing with 
only very few mistakes or 
inappropriacies. 

Punctuation 
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 

Inaccurate 
punctuation. 

(more than 10 
different mistakes) 

Errors in punctuation 
prevail and distort the 
meaning. 

Generally accurate punct. 
(between 5 and 10 different 

mistakes) 
Writing has correctly 
punctuated sentences, but 
some punctuation mistakes 
and omissions reduce 
communication. 

Completely/Almost 
completely accurate 

punctuation. 
(up to 4 different mistakes) 

Range of punctuation 
almost always/always used 
correctly, with little 
omission. 

SPELLING 
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 

Inaccurate spelling. 
(more than 10 

different mistakes) 
 
Spelling mistakes 
prevail and distort the 
meaning. 

Generally accurate spelling 
(between 5 and 10 different 

mistakes) 
Frequently used words are 
mostly correctly written. 
Some mistakes in spelling 
and word formation are 
evident. 

Completely/Almost 
completely accurate 
spelling. 
(up to 4 different mistakes) 
The writing has no or very 
few mistakes in spelling 
and/or word formation. 

CHOICE AND RANGE OF VOCABULARY 
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 

Very simple vocabulary 
that fails to render the 

intended meaning. 
Few words are used 
repetitively often 
inappropriately for the 
task. The writing is 
replete with 
Maltesisms in 
expression. 

An adequate range of 
vocabulary conveying the 

intended meaning. 
Mostly simple noun phrases 
are used with little 
expansion. Less common 
vocabulary is used, but 
there may be occasional 
inaccuracies in word choice 
and collocation. 

An excellent range of 
vocabulary and idiomatic 
language effectively 
conveying the intended 
meaning. 
Precise word choice and 
collocation fully support 
purpose and maintain 
interest. Effective use is 
made of content words and 
function words. 
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TASK ACHIEVEMENT 
0 marks 1 mark 2 marks 

Task not achieved. 
The writing does not 
follow the given 
instructions. 

Task partly achieved. 
The writing is adapted to 
meet some of the 
requirements of the task, 
e.g. the appropriate form of 
writing; and/or the purpose 
of the text. 

Task completely/almost 
completely achieved. 

Skilful use of the correct 
form demanded by the 
genre. All language or 
presentational choices 
match the targeted 
audience and purpose. Style 
fits the genre, e.g. use of 
descriptive language and 
imagery, when writing a 
story. 

 
 
 


